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she has splurged on and cast in bronze
“ 'The mmmatwe dlSpOSltlon whxch is so eident D1amond’
conversation has been coming out more in her work of late, most

notably in series of sculptures that reflect and comment upon the

arts and the mysteries of the creative process and seem to search
out the lme wherc outward doing and mward feelmg meet

She has done a vanety of delightful studies of chamber strmg
players both in the midst of their making music together —
moment she captures in a piece called “String Quiartet” purely

- through angular gestures of the players, leaving the instruments -
“out — and also in the creative aftermath when the music has faded
and the applause has died away. There is palpable and
metaphysical pmgnancy to “After the Music is Over” which'
depicts several musicians bent over their cases to.put their
instruments away.

- +She has done a couple:of remarkable psychological studies of
nude models, “In Lee’s Studio” draws the viewer’s eye to the .
wistful, faraway gaze of the voluptuous female model who not
only in volume but also in sheer attitude dwarfs the i

Loy 1mpressmmst1c rendering of the “artist” toiling diligently away. at'

a maquette in a corner. “In Lee’s Studio” is a wonderfully
accomplished, witty and ironic comment on the d1aloglcal natuxe
of the creative process 1tsclf ot

Diamond is actwe in her community and in recent years has bccn

politically engaged both on neighborhood issues and as a peace
activist. She is one of a hearty group of protestors who stake out
the iron fence of the County Courthouse in downtown .
Northampton every Saturday morning holding up signs,
sometimes beating pots and pans and handing out leaflets in ~

protest of the U.S. policy towards and pre-emptive attack on Iraq.

Since to her adopted community and to the welfare of the larger
world she has entrusted her affections, it follows that these
subjects been incorporated into her work.

Showing off'the warm sense of humor and flair for illustration that

mark all her work, she has been documenting community life in
richly observed dioramas of familiar institutions or gathering
places. “Cummington Fair,” “Whately Antiquarian Book Center”
and “The Pool” were on display recently at Forbes. The latter

http://www.downstreet.net/archives/JudsonBrown4.htm

cdownst

11/10/2005

, Downstreet.net, Northampton, MA, November 10, 2005

Page 6 of 6

picts the old Look Park Pool crowded with swimmers in various
1ges: of submergence and sunbathers in-all klnds of playful or
nging attitudes.

tely she has been sketching out in her mind a sculpture of the
-aq Line,” as she calls the weekly anti-war vigil. She wants
mehow to embody the maxim “act locally, think globally” into

> piece. One way to do this, she thinks, would be to suggest
:1l-known landmarks from various world capitals in the
ckground of the piece. The solution remains to be worked
ough in the makmg It is not easy, she acknowledges makmg a
litical statement in-clay. 7

owever she solves thc problem of the background for “Iraq

” she has already decided on the foreground. That will be 2"
rles of portraits of her beloved friends and collaborators, with
1gtime local Quaker activist Frances Crowe squarely at center.

1ge.
've wanted to do a portrait of Frances for a long time.”

r more information on Diamond, consult
p://www.sculpturestories.com/

ee-lance wnter Judson Brown, a resident of Northampton, lS :
‘ormer newspaper reporter.
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